File: JEBA
POLICY ON EARLY ADMISSION TO FIRST GRADE
1. If a student does not meet the age requirement (age 6 by September 1) for admittance to
first grade, parents may petition the Winchester Public Schools to request early admission
under the following guidelines:
•

The child’s birth date must fall on/or between September 1 and December 1 in the
birth year for entering first grade class.

•

The request must be submitted in writing no later than April 1st to the principal of
the school district in which the child resides. For families who move into
Winchester after the deadline, the principal has the right to waive the April 1st
deadline.

•

The child will have successfully completed a public school Kindergarten or an
accredited Kindergarten program (NAEYC, AISNE) at the end of the school year.

2. If the three guidelines are met, the child will be evaluated for early admission based on the
following criteria:
•

For students currently enrolled in a public Kindergarten program:
1. Letter from pediatrician outlining the child’s developmental history.
2. School records, including progress reports, child’s portfolio, and an
evaluation letter from the kindergarten teacher.
3. Observation of the child in the kindergarten setting by the evaluation team
may be required.
4. Early Admission will be granted on a space available basis.

•

For students currently enrolled in private, accredited Kindergarten program;
1. Parent provides evidence of Kindergarten accreditation.
2. Letter from pediatrician outlining the child’s developmental history.
3. School records, including progress reports, child’s portfolio, and an
evaluation letter from the kindergarten teacher.
4. Results of a psychological evaluation (completed at parents’ expense).
5. Observation of the child in kindergarten setting by the evaluation team may
be required.
6. Early Admission will be granted on a space available basis.

All criteria must be met.
The evaluation team will consist of the School Psychologist, the Building Principal or designee
and a kindergarten teacher from the district school. The team will meet to evaluate the information
provided by the above listed criteria. The team will consider the information presented and

evaluate the child’s preparedness in light of the indicated levels of social, emotional, physical,
and intellectual development.
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